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Statement from Governor Jan Brewer 

Lowering flags for fallen firefighters  
  
 “This weekend, our state lost nineteen of its bravest firefighters in the wake of the Yarnell Fire, near 
Prescott. This fire is the deadliest wildfire in state history, and our nation’s deadliest in 80 years. The fire has 
also claimed the lives of more first responders than any single disaster since 9/11. 
 
 “This day will be eternally etched in Arizona’s memory.  It will forever ring as one of our state’s darkest, 
most devastating days. It will forever remind us of the constant peril our firefighters selflessly face protecting 
us. We can never repay these nineteen men and their families for their service and the ultimate sacrifice they 
made on our behalf. We can, however, offer them our deepest, eternal debt of gratitude. 
 
 “As details surrounding this tragedy unfold, I ask that you continue to keep these men, their families and 
all of our first responders in your prayers. Remember that, for them, no task is ever without threat or danger. 
That they go to work daily with that risk in-mind makes them heroic.  
 
 “In their honor, I have ordered that all state flags be flown at half-staff from sunrise, July 1, 2013, to 
sunset, July 3, 2013. I hope all individuals and businesses join in this solemn tribute.”  
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